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• Overall exports 31% higher, at 246,000 hd

• Calf exports 55% higher, at 158,000 hd

• Weanlings & stores up 8%, to 64,000 hd

• Adult cattle declined by 11%, to 24,000 hd
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(head) 2017 2018 % change

Total

NI

GB

Italy

Spain

Netherlands

Belgium

Other EU

Turkey

Other int. mkt.s

187,870

26,073

5,851

19,441

50,451

41,848

5,525

5,709

30,562

2,410

246,226

24,645

5,488

24,145

92,495

48,922

13,459

17,349

12,870

7,068

+31%

-5%

-6%

+24%

+83%

+17%

+144%

+200%

-58%

+193%

Live Cattle Exports 2018
Distribution of Live Exports from Ireland to w/e. 30th Dec.
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(000’ head) 2017 2017 % change

Total

Belgium

France

Netherlands

Others 

35,349

4,653 

15,837

8,112

6,747

20,805

1,510

16,768

2,077

450

-41%

-67%

+6%

-74%

-93%

Live Sheep Exports 2018
Distribution of Live Sheep Exports from Ireland 2017 vs 2018

• Average sheepmeat price was 6% higher, at €5.05/kg

• Factory throughput reached over 3.0m hd, a 10 year high  

• 64% of sheep exports (13,300) occurred in August (Eid al-Adha)
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Herd Profile / Calf Births
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National Cattle Herd (2008 – 2018)
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Calf Registrations marginally lower in 2018

Source - ICBF / AIM
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Average Prices: 300-400kg Weanling Bulls €/kg LW

Top 1/3 Average Bottom 1/3

2015 2.88 2.48 2.06

2016 2.75 2.35 1.82

2017 2.78 2.36 1.78

2018 2.77 2.30 1.68

Source - IFJ Martwatch -2.4%-0.6% -5.6%

Average Prices of male dairy calves €/hd each spring

2015 2016 2017 2018

€123 €97 €105 €89
Source - ICBF
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The Netherlands
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Live Calf Imports – NL (2013 – 2018)

(source: RVO)
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Live Calf Imports – NL (2017 – 2018)

Origin ≥ Week 49 2017 ≥ Week 49 2018 %Change YOY

Bel/Lux 59,830 116,612 +95%

Germany 531,619 521,880 -2%

Denmark  22,746 22,488 -1%

Ireland 2017 35,667 45,719 +28%

Estonia 14,715 11,101 -25%

Latvia 24,928 27,085 +9%

Lithuania 9,065 10,490 +16%

Poland 2,915 2,032 -30%

Czech Republic 17,042 13,058 -23%

Slovakia 1,703 96 -94%

Romania 0 0

Total 720,230 770,561 +7%

Ireland is the third 
largest exporter of 
calves to NL after 

Germany and 
Bel/Lux, with 

imports increasing 
strongly

(source: RVO)
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Dutch Strong - Calf (50+kg) Prices 2017-18

YEAR HIGH LOW

2018 €230/head €130/head

2017 €225/head €123/head

(source: De Kalverhouder)
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Dutch White Veal Prices 2017-18

YEAR HIGH LOW

2018 €5.10/kg €4.05/kg

2017 €5.10/kg €4.05/kg

(source: De Kalverhouder)
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Dutch Rosé Veal (<8 months) Prices 2017-18

YEAR HIGH LOW

2018 €4.02/kg €3.43/kg

2017 €4.10/kg €3.38/kg

(source: De Kalverhouder)
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Dutch Milk Powder Prices 2017-18

YEAR HIGH LOW

2018 €151/100kg €114/100kg

2017 €193/100kg €135/100kg

(source: De Kalverhouder)
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Dutch Whey Powder Prices 2017-18

YEAR HIGH LOW

2018 €78/100kg €60/100kg

2017 €97/100kg €57/100kg

(source: De Kalverhouder)
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The Netherlands 2018

• Lower supply of Dutch calves is leading to a higher demand for imports.

• Calf purchase prices rose steadily up to June 2018, before declining until the year end.

(Av. Price for 50kg+ calves was €169/head, compared to €165/head in 2017.)

• White veal prices continued a similar seasonal trend to previous years, decreasing gradually in 

the first half of the year to a low of €4.05/kg before recovering in the autumn and winter months. 

• Rosé veal prices (<8 months) started strong in spring 2018 followed by a sharp decrease until 

the summer. Prices recovered in the second half of the year, but did not reach 2017 levels.

• Milk powder prices were significantly lower than during 2017. However both finished the year at 

their highest levels of the year.

Irish calf advertisements in De Kalverhouder 
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Italy
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Increase in Italian Cattle Slaughtering in 2018 (+3.5%)

0
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- 8.9%

+ 3.4%
- 5.6%

Source ISMEA

The increase is mainly due to veal.
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Italian Market Summary 2018

• Small decrease in cattle imports of about 1%

• Cattle imports from Ireland were 24% higher

• French weanlings continue to dominate, with >83% of imports

• Overall increase of about 3.5% in cattle slaughterings

• Finished cattle prices performed poorly but recovered steadily, reaching 
€4.26/kg for U3 bulls in Dec. ’18

• The decline in beef consumption looks to have stabilised. However, 
South American been is prevalent on the foodservice market.
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Spain
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Spanish Market Performance June 2018

• 2.1% growth in the Spanish herd (May census 6.7M; 2.5M < 1yr old)

• Beef production keeps increasing (+1.4) focusing on Exports, as domestic

consumption remains weak

• Beef imports decreased by -3.7 %

• Beef exports increased by 12% to 77,200tn.

• Up to June, cattle imports increased by nearly 10% and exports by 59%

• Calves <80kg imports are becoming even more relevant  >70% of imports

• Strong cereal prices but stable

• Irish exports to Spain increased by 83%, reaching a figure of 92,500 heads.
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Friesian "O">220kg, R-3 Heifer 241-270kg & R-3 YB +371kg 

Price Evolution 2016-2018

(€/kg carcass)
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Imports by Origin Jan-Oct
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Spanish Exports Jan-Oct ´18
(´000hds)
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2018 Summary

• Spain reaching a turning point: too much cattle available relying in very 

instable live export markets

• The fear on the volatility of live exports markets hit at the summer - the 

sector has been nervous since then:

• Closure of Turkish Market

• Problems with Letters of Credit from the Lebanon

• Competition from South America in Turkey

• The weakness in demand for light carcasses from Portugal and the

strong competition from Holland hasn´t helped

• Domestic consumption remains weak
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2019 Outlook

• Spanish bovine sector keen to shift a higher proportion of 

livestock exports to beef exports & more politically-stable markets

• Weak domestic consumption remains a key concern

• Despite the fall in Spanish livestock exports in the second half of 2018 

and continued uncertainty, demand for calves will remain strong in 

2019 as in recent years the sector had invested heavily in premises 

and facilities.

• Growing interest in Angus/Hereford cattle and breeding animals
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Live Bovine Imports in MENA



ALGERIA

 Imports increased by 4% in 2017, and reached 84k heads

 Live imports were blocked during 5 months in 2017 and 6 months in 2018 due to foot 

and mouth disease

 The major supplier for both Bulls and Dairy heifers remains France, Spain has gained 

more market share (+265% in 2017), especially on finished bulls

 Market figures are expected to be very similar in 2018

 Algerian importers are mostly interested by high quality bulls

 Demand is expected to grow significantly in 2019 due to lack of animals in the market 



EGYPT

 Imports have reached 144k heads in 2017, increasing by 20%

 The Egyptian market is very competitive and driven by low cost countries 

 Top 3 suppliers are; Brazil, Sudan and Spain

 2018 figures are expected to be slightly higher than 2017, confirming the 

recovery of the Egyptian Economy

 Volume for the New Year will depend on the stability of the Egyptian Pound



LIBYA

 Imports reached 145k heads in 2017, a decrease of 6%

 Spain exported more than 140k heads and became the main supplier for bulls

 Payment issues were resolved during last year, market is expected to grow 

significantly during the next few years

 Libyan buyers are looking for mixed quality loadings, with competitive prices

 Three shipments of Irish cattle were sent to Libya during 2018 for approximately 

7000 heads

 The country is still very unstable, but experts are expecting 2019 to see the 

official confirmation of economic recovery



MOROCCO

 Import of live bovine reached 37k heads in 2017, increasing by 50%

 This increase was mainly driven by demand for young bulls

 France remains the major supplier of the Moroccan market combining dairy 

heifers and young bulls

 Spain has exported 14k heads of young bulls in 2017 (+321% compared to 

2016)

 Ireland didn’t export to Morocco in 2017 although some trucks were shipped in 

2018

 Morocco will import more bulls in 2019, according to local experts  
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Summary
• Live exports increased by 31% in 2018.

• Irish prices declined, as did other EU countries

• Exports increased to most markets.

• Calf markets appear quite positive:           

Dutch demand to improve over the springtime: 

fewer domestic supplies, welfare a key factor

• Spain to remains our strongest market for 

quality calves, potential for other categories

• French weanlings highly dominant in Italy.

• Continued focus on International markets



Growing the success of Irish food & horticulture
AIDAN COTTER

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

BORD BIA

28 JANUARY 2009

Growing the success of Irish food & horticulture

January 2019Joe Burke

Bord Bia – DAFM

Live Exporters Meeting


