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Irish weekly finished cattle supplies (head)
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2018: +3.3% / 55,000 additional cattle
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Finished Cattle Supplies - Export Meat Plants
2015 - 2019(F)
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Producer Prices: Ireland R3 Steer
(c/kg excl VAT)

During 2018, Irish R3 steer price increased marginally vs. 2017 (€3.85 vs. €3.83)

(w/e 30/12)  Irish Price Dec ’18: €3.66/kg vs. Dec. ‘17: €3.95/kg 
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Producer Prices: Ireland vs. UK & Continental EU
(c/kg excl VAT)

(w/e 30/12)  Irish Price €3.66/kg vs. UK €3.97 vs. Continental EU: €3.69/kg 

During 2018, Irish R3 steer €3.85 vs. UK R3 steer €4.16, Continental EU R3 YB €3.80
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UK

• Slaughterings +2.1%

• Cows +6%, Hfrs +5%

European Markets
Beef Production 2018

France
• Production +2.0%
• Live Exports +2%

Germany

• Production +2.0%

Italy

• Production +2.9%

• Live imports 1.13m
Spain

• Production +1.4%

EU Beef Production 1.7% higher (EU Commission)

Source: EU Commission beef forecast working group

Poland

• Production +4.6%
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EU beef production trend 2018 – 2019

-3.7%

-2.3%

-2.9%

-0.4%

+1.9%
+0.2%-2.4%

Source: EU Commission beef forecast working group

1.7% decline in EU beef output forecast for 2019

-2.3%
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EU Beef Consumption
Source: EU Beef Forecast Working Group
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Consumption growth of 1.4% in 2018

Slight decline (-0.2%) forecast for 2019
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EU Beef Imports/Exports
Source: EU Commission
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2018: -5.5% 

EU-28 Beef Imports

2018: +11.3%
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EU Beef Imports increase by 11.3%



Growing the success of Irish food & horticulture

EU Beef Exports decline by 5.5%
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EU Exports of Live Cattle increase by 14%
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EU Exports of Live Cattle increase by 14%
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EU Exports to Turkey
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Summary

• Irish cattle supplies increase by 55,000 hd

• Prime cattle prices stronger in the first half, 

before declining sharply in mid-2018

• EU beef output grew by 1.7%

• Prices also declined in UK & across EU

• Market situation impacted by:

- Drought-related culling in Northern Europe

- 11.3% higher beef imports into EU

- However, robust EU consumption +1.4%
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Thank You

Happy New Year!


